Transcobalamin II in protein-energy malnutrition among residents of the Kivu area.
Transcobalamin II, the crucial transport protein for vitamin B12, was measured in protein-energy malnutrition patients and healthy controls. No significant difference between these two groups was observed. Treated patients showed higher concentrations than those on admission. The striking observation was, however, that all African subjects studied in Lwiro, Zaïre, had very high transcobalamin II levels compared to Europeans living either in Brussels or in Lwiro, and compared to Africans living in Brussels. This observation seems therefore not simply related to genetic or to environmental factors. No evident explanation is yet available.